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the vain world which had crucified Him. Power is in every line ;
the flat crown of the head 5 the shoulders; the defiant chin;
the intellectual brows; the immense hands and feet; by all
such means the artist shows that for him Christ is not the gentle
and passive being of Christian art, but the fierce and even violent
leader of men. There is an absence of charm ; clearly there is no
beauty that man should desire Him ; He looks stern and austere,
and yet terrible in His intensity of passion.

Such interpretations are new,in art; are they new in the
Gospel ?

It must be admitted at once that this Christ would never make
sense of the Gospel as. a whole. No one could picture this Man
taking children in His arms and sharing in feasts with publicans
and sinners ; the Christ of the Gospel was sharply distinguished
from John the Baptist, the austere prophet. This Christ ^ould
have come like John, " neither eats nor drinks". This Christ
would never have smiled or wept. Men would have feared Him
and obeyed Him, and even died for Him 5 they would scarcely
have loved Him.

Yet there is another figure in the Gospel, and the value of this
great work lies in .the insight which has led the artist to interpret
this other strand in the story. This may have been the Christ of
whom men said: " Elijah is returned/' This may have been the
Christ who strode ahead of His disciples towards the city, and they
were afraid of Him. This Christ might have cleansed the Temple
and cursed the fig tree, It is as though the artist has personified
this aspect of the historical Christ*

It has surprised students of the Gospel that this has not been
done by artists before now; the dramatic possibilities are great,
and yet have remained unexpressed.

Because Mr* Epstein has dared to break new ground, his art is to
be welcomed even by those who do not find in his interpretation,
any more than in Leonardo's, the whole Christ. They will find a
justice done at least to the power and mastery of the Saviour, who
marched upon Jerusalem and took command, and held it in His
grasp eVen after they had crucified Him.